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CASA Conference, Rhodes University, 28th – 30th June, 2011 
 
Prancing and Pranking and Proclaiming Caesar:  
Dr. H. Kamuzu Banda and the Classical Tradition in Malawi 
 

 

← Dr. H. Kamuzu Banda is portrayed in the 
atrium of the library at Nguru-ya-Nawambe 
Palace, Mount Kasungu, as the Lion of 
Malawi.  
 
→ Kamuzu Banda’s study. His report cards 
from Wilberforce Academy, Ohio, are 
displayed on the cabinet to the right. 
 
→ The Nguru-ya-Nawambe Caesar is the 
treasure of the library: it is a 1584 Aldine 
Press edition of Caesar’s Commentaries.  
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← Kamuzu Academy is photographed 
against the Ornamental Lake. Note the 
Romanesque arches and the entrance to the 
Appian Way. 
 
← Junior pupils perform in Alexander 
Suebsaeng’s Greek play, Circe, a staging of a 
BBC adaptation of Homer, in June, 2010. The 
masks were created in Kayeya village, c. 6 
km. from the Academy. 
 
→ This Gule Wamkulu character, which is 
clearly modelled on the author, appeared at 
Mbonekera Primary School, c. 10 km. from 
the Academy, in November, 2007. The 
character has spectacles, the red complexion 
of an mzungu and the text book and the 
didactic manner of the schoolmaster.   
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